COLLEGE OF NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIANS OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA

_'Ju!y24 2014 .
) Dear Reg|strant

- We write in reference toa Vancouver Sun artlcle publrshed July 19; 2014 concermng a reporters L
- consultation. with a number of naturopathic physicians in reference to' obtaining cannabis for - -

: '-\medlcal purposes. Cannabis is a federally controlled substance under the Controﬂeo‘ Drugs and R

: -SubstancesAct SC 1996, c. ‘19(the CDSA) s : : : '

O _The College of Naturopathlc Physrcuans of- BC (the College”) has publtshed information on ItS'-‘_ ;
. 'wébsite advising registrants that: naturopathlc physicians do not -have -authority to prescribe -
. cannabis. This information_is contained in_the “Scope of Practice for Naturopathic thswtans R
"'Standards, Limits and Conditions for Prescnbmg Dispensing and Compounding Drug “policy -~
-, . posted on the home page of the Colleges website.: This information has been available on the o
w College webS|te smce naturopathlc physncrans were ﬁrst granted prescnb[ng authorlty in 2010 :

. The current federal Marfhuana for Medlcal Purposes Regulatron (the MMPR“’) outl:nes the :
approved - methods for’ patlents to receive cannabis for medicihal purposes. As naturopathlc .
.doctors ‘are not authorized “héalth care _practitioners” ‘under the current MMPR," ‘they are niot

- authorized to_ prescribe cannabis nor issue medical documerits to- patients seeking medicinal

-+~ cannabis. - Nurse-practitioners were the only professnon added to the list of authorized “health .

oy care pract:ttoners” under the MMPR The local “dispensaries™ referred to in, the Vancouver Sun -
SR artlcle are. also not authonzed under the MMPR to dlstnbute cannabls T

L ,;-'As a consequence, a Ietter ‘of referral form S|gned by a naturopathlc physwlan to a local_ _' L
o “dlspensary” for medlcmal cannabls has no legal authorlty . : cen

If you are 5|gnmg letters or referral forms- recommendmg that patlents receive medlcmal Lol
-, * - cannabis from “dispensaries™ that-are not authonzed under the MMPR you are reqwred to ', s
I :mmedaately refram from domg $0. . . . » :

S Any complamts concermng the lssuance of recommendatlons or referral forms for-
- 'medicinal cannahis by a registrant of this Co[lege will: be referred to the Inqulry Committee
" - of the College for investigation under Part 3 of the Health Professions Act, RSBC 1996, ¢.
o 183 If the mvestlgatlon reveals that the complaint is substantlated the registrant will face .
.. “regulatory -action that may include. a discipline hearing. Registrants who" provide . ST
< - recommendations for cannabls should also be. aware that they I'ISk crlmlnal andlor CIVIl S
T llablllty ‘ I S Lo LT e T

ilf you have not alreacty done so you rnust lmmed|ately famlllanze yourself W|th the "Scoge of -
~.Practice for - Naturopathic thsmtans Standards, Limits ‘and. Conditions _for -Prescribing, ' -
-~ .Dispensing and Compounding Drugs™ policy available on the home’ page of the College s websrte' '
o at www cnpbc bc ca and ensure that you are in compllance wrth |t T N

s AYours ruly
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